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None of us can complain that this winter has been boring. Our typically unpredictable NW winter has managed to keep
us all on our toes. Let's hope we've seen the worst, as February boasts several major activities.

We begin with Founders’ Day on February 6 ™. This annual Lake WA PTSA Council celebration is a festive occasion

that allows us to recognize PTSA and community leaders who make significant differences in the lives of children. The
program also showcases some of the inspiring Reflections award recipients with displays of art and photography and the
sharing of music, videos and literature. (A word to first-time attendees — bring tissues!) We are happy to welcome
LueRachelle Brim-Adkins who joins us once more as the featured speaker. With her engaging style and heart-felt
messages, she will reflect on what makes us say, “WOW!”

On Monday, February 23 ™, at 7:00pm, LW PTSA Council will offer a Budget Workshop for all local units. STOP the

budget guesswork and learn how to create a budget based on your PTA’s goals. This is an excellent workshop for your
budget committee, your treasurer (the committee chair) or anyone else
who is interested. Bring your entire board to work as a team in this
interactive class.

Thursday, February 26 ", is the date of the WA State PTA-sponsored
H# Focus Day . In a departure from the usual format, this year's main event is
% _ a “Rally on the Steps” of the Capitol at noon. We need everyone to join
! child advocates from around the state and from PTA’s advocacy partners
at this assembly to send an overwhelming message to the legislature that
we care about education. In this monumental year, with the Basic
Education Finance Joint Task Force proposal on the table, it is imperative for all of us to show the strength and depth of
our support for the legislators’ commitment to education. We need to remind them of the “paramount duty” they have
according to Article 9 of the state constitution. Please make every effort to clear your schedule on the 26" and
participate in this grassroots advocacy event. Watch your e-mail for Focus Day messages, agenda updates, bus
information and how to RSVP.

While Focus Day is set to be a show of numbers, we all must do more during this legislative session, which began Janu-

th . . . . . .
ary 12". We need to stay informed by signing up for action alerts. We need to contact our legislators frequently to voice
our opinions and lend support. Use every communication tool at your disposal. E-mails and Cap-wiz messages are

wonderful and easy to do. Calls can be made
using the legislative hotline: 1-800-562-6000.
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We start with a huge thank-you to Julie Haase for manag- pAe
ing an extremely successful Basket Auction. Under Julie’s

guidance, Council was able to exceed its expectations de-

spite the general economy. Of course, she could not have pAe
done this without all of the creative people at our local units
who once again outdid themselves by putting together such beauti-
PAS fully done baskets. Our thanks and gratitude goes out to everyone for their
<+ efforts and generosity.

X

s'c WOW! What a terrific Reflections program this year! Co-chairs Cindy Poon, Jodi

e Linstead and Connie Walsworth  did an outstanding job, even though judging
was delayed by our December storms. From checking every detail to the beauti-
fully done display and reception, they truly honored all of the participants. Our

S appreciation also goes to the local unit Reflections Chairs and the many people
who assisted along the way to make this year’s Reflections program a success.

How fortunate we are to have Barb Billinghurst and Byron Shutz  as PTA mem-
A bers in our own district. These two experts on education funding have and con-
% tinue to follow the work of the Basic Education Finance Joint Task Force, digest
Je lengthy reports with legislative language, and bring the essential information to all

of us in a user-friendly format. We can’t thank them enough for their willingness to
Y~ come to so many of our meetings and trainings and share their expertise. How
Je blessed we are to have this duo as our resource in these changing times.

- Parents around the district have taken advantage of a terrific set of parent educa-
tion presentations, thanks to our Parent Ed Coordinator, Joanne Hall . She put
together a series of programs over several months that offered a range of topics
and worked with local units to host, bringing quality speakers to every learning
community.

Local units are able to have effective nominating committees, with the knowledge
* and tools to conduct a candidate search, if they attended one of the two

Nomination Committee trainings held this year. We thank Cheryl Lewis and

Barbara Martin for giving their time and sharing their experience to assist the local
AL unit committees.
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e We applaud Susan Baird-Joshi and Michele Stanish-Walls  for planning and

Y+ conducting an extremely informative training session for local unit advocacy chairs. ¢

e Utilizing several guest speakers to address a variety of topics, they prepared chairs e
to follow the intense legislative session in Olympia and be efficient conduits of in-
formation to their PTA members.

¢ We thank Cindy Burt and the Rose Hill Area PTAs  for providing hospitality at our PAY
e January meeting. ke

Once again, we offer our appreciation to all of the Local Unit Membership Chairs
and to Jan Shinstrom for their diligent work in submitting January membership
pAs fees on time. Our council membership is on track to increase by 500 members this YAg

S yearl WOW! S
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PTSA Council leaders are always on the move, representing the interests of all
local units. Recently they've worked on and attended the following events:

Region 2 Service Delivery Team

Nominations Committee Training
School Board meetings
Advocacy Chair Training

Lake WA Citizens’ Levy Committee
LW PTSA Council Reflections preparation, support & recognition

LWSD TEAM meetings

District Committee representation
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Action Is Required!

The new legislative session started on January 12, 2009, and will end around April 12, 2009. With the budget crisis
looming, helping your legislator stay informed about Education funding, health care issues involving children, safety of
our children and other issues that PTSA has an interest, it is imperative that YOU let your legislator know where we
stand!

YOU must be proactive. Here are several ways you can help our children:
Send a handwritten letter giving specific information about how budget cuts impact your school, your child, etc.
Use CapWiz to respond via email - for bulk emails.

Educate your family, friends and neighbors about the issues important to PTSA. Not just those in the Lake Washing-
ton School District but across the state. Funding, especially, is a statewide issue, not just a local concern. Give them
the information below to help inform their legislators.

Use the web sites below to find your legislator, educate yourself and track legislation concerning Washington State
PTA’s Top 5 issues for 2009:

1. Basic Education Funding

2. Strengthening Math and Science Curriculum and Education

3. Washington State Assessment System Improvements (WASL)

4. Support State Board of Education CORE 24 Framework

5. Support Rational Approaches to Teacher Compensation

Attend Focus Day on February 26, 2009, in Olympia, = Washington.

Find your Legislator: www.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder

Track Legislation: www.leg.wa.gov/leqislature

Infor for Students: www.leg.wa.gov/legislature/studentspage
WA State PTA Advocacy: www.wastatepta.org/legislation

WA State PTA CapWiz Center: www.capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home

WA State PTA Regions: www.wastatepta.org/regions

WA State PTA ECBEF: www.wastatepta.org/leg/funding

WA State PTA Focus Day: www.wastatepta.org/leg/session_09
Joint Comm. for BEF: www.wa.gov/joint/committees/bef

BEF Task Force: www.whatittakesforkids.com
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Financial Activity
$31,492.01

Scholarship Accounts
$26,623.97




PTSA Special Needs Group Meetings

School Year 2008-2009

Meetings are held at the LWSD Resource Building
16250 NE 74" Street, Redmond, 98052
(Redmond Town Center)

Call 425-702-3200 for directions

7:00-8:30 PM

Meeting on Tuesday, February 24th

Please join us for this two-part meeting! Paul Vine, LWSD Director of Special Education, will give a brief update on spe-
cial education in our district and then Stacy Gillett from the Dussault Law Group will talk about the Individual Education
Plan (IEP) process. Come and learn all you can so you can be the best advocate for your child!

We are leaders only if we can look through the eyes of our followers,
and ask ourselves the questions that our followers would ask, and an-
swer them straight and clear.

-- John Klawson

Cost of living raises: When the state provides cost of living raises it only pays for those
staff, days and dollars that the state funds. Districts hire additional staff and pay addi-
tional dollars over and above what the state funds. The levy must fund the COLA for
these additional staff and dollars.
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Date: Thursday, February 5, 2009 Time: 7:00 —9:00 PM
Location: Kamiakin Junior High Cafeteria (14111 132nd N.E. Street, Kirkland, WA)

Susan Quattrociocchi, Ph.D. presents The Power of Parents in the Middle School Years
(Grades 6 - 8)

Children between the ages of 11 and 14 experience more physical, intellectual and emotional changes than at any other time in
their lives other than from birth to the age of three. It's important to understand the changes common to all adolescents and to
understand the uniqueness of your child. What are his or her inborn talents, interests and skills and how you can help your
adolescent pursue those unique passions & skills in the community and in planning for the future? This is not the time to step away
from your increasingly independent child. Come learn how to guide your student to get the most out of their experiences in these
important foundational years. This talk will be based on Dr. Q’s book, “Help! | have a Middle Schooler”. Parents in attendance will
receive a copy of this great resource.

Dr. Quattrociocchi is the former Director of the Washington State Initiative, A Call to Parents: How to Cut the High Costs and High
Risks of Education after High School. A popular national speaker and writer, Susan is a respected authority on the power of paren-
tal

involvement and the educational/career needs of young people.

Recommended for all LWSD parents of students 5th - 8th grade.

This event is co-sponsored by the Kamiakin Junior High School PTSA
& the Lake Washington PTSA Council

Date: Thursday, February 12th Time: 7:00 —9:00 PM

Location: Cadle Theater at Lake Washington High School (12033 N.E. 80™ Street, Kirkland, WA)

Susan Quattrociocchi, Ph.D. presents The Importance of the High School Foundation: The P____arent’s Role

There is a growing body of research to substantiate what common knowledge attests: parents have a profound and lasting impact
on both children’s school achievement and successful career and college planning. Parents contribute to school and career suc-
cess in several ways: through the spoken and unspoken messages they give about the importance of school; the actions they take
at home and in school to promote and support children’s academic achievement and career planning; and the parenting style they
use in the home. Learn how YOU can guide and empower your child to make the most of their high school experience.

Dr. Quattrociocchi is the former Director of the Washington State Initiative, A Call to Parents: How to Cut the High Costs and High
Risks of Education after High School. A popular national speaker and writer, Susan is a respected authority on the power of
parental involvement and the educational/career needs of young people.

Recommended for all LWSD parents of students 8th gr  ade and up .

This event is co-sponsored by the Lake Washington High School PTSA
& the Lake Washington PTSA Council
Questions? Contact Joanne Hall at jjjahall@juno.com
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Thank you to all who attended the 2008-2009 Scholar  ship Basket Auction. It was a great success as over
$6,000.00 was raised! It will benefit many of our s tudents and staff!

Once again, the basket creativity was stellar!

Council volunteers cash buyers out.
Thanks for shopping with us!
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Student Scholarship Application 2008-2009

The Lake Washington PTSA Council is again accepting applications for annual PTSA Scholarships. The purpose of
these scholarships is to provide recognition of overall achievement and community service by awarding monetary assis-
tance toward the further education of selected graduating seniors from our LWSD High Schools - ICS, BEST, Eastlake,
Juanita, Lake Washington and Redmond.

A $1,000.00 scholarship will be awarded to one student from each of the six LWSD high schools. Additionally, two at-
large scholarships for $1,000.00 will be awarded at the committee’s discretion. Three other $1,000.00 scholarships will
be awarded: the Dr. L.E. Scarr Scholarship awarded to a student going on to a vocational school or community college;
the Dr. Karen Bates/LWEA Scholarship to a student planning to continue their schooling in the field of education; and the
Adria Klein Memorial Scholarship. In addition for the 2008-2009 school year there are four scholarships from the Diver-
sity Enhancement Scholarship Fund at the Seattle Foundation for students who are racial minorities in the LWSD who
plan on becoming teachers. Another additional scholarship for this year only is the Jay Ellis Memorial scholarship for a
student planning to pursue a degree in music education.

Applications are available online at www.lwptsacoun cil.org .

APPLICATION DEADLINE :

All applications from students must meet the criteria on the cover sheet
and be postmarked or delivered by 5:00 PM March 23, 2009.
Applications will NOT be accepted after this postmark date.

Mail or deliver to: Kathy Szabla, 9529 NE 137" St, Kirkland, WA 98034
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Silver Level Awards --

Congratulations to the following schools for earning the Silver Level Award from Washington State PTA. Each school
increased their membership by 5% from the previous year, enrolled and paid by Ocotober 25, 2008:

Audubon Elementary Rose Hill Elementary

Rachel Carson Elementary Carl Sandburg Elementary
A.G. Bell Elementary Evergreen Junior High

Robert Frost Elementary Finn Hill Junior High

John Muir Elementary Lake Washington High School

Redmond Elementary
LQ]
100% Membership Award --

Has your unit achieved 100% membership - your membership is equal to or above your school’s enroliment? If so, your
unit is eligible for Washington State PTA’s 100% Membership Award. The form for the award can be found in your mem-
bership handbook or at www.wastatepta.org/programs/Awards/awards.htm. All forms are due March 1, 2009.




WSPTA's Member's New Focus Day in Olympia - February 26, 2009 |

There will be big changes this year  to our member-hosted, annual advocacy event in Olympia. This year
we’ll be out in the open up front of the Capitol Dome — a noontime Rally On The Steps ! It is time to be a part
of a visible change, and definitely not a time to leave it up to someone else. This is your time to act with

your WSPTA!

The long anticipated December ‘08 release of the final report by the legislature’s Basic Education Finance
Joint Task Force (BEF) will make 2009’'s Focus day different. This is the year we want the media, people of
influence and everyone to know where WSPTA stands on their mandate.

Register your RSVP today , and check the WSPTA Legislation page for Focus Day updates and resources -
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.

The Rally features elected officials and guest speakers. Advocacy partners for children’s issues and educa-
tion will join us too. Bracketing the Rally will be member activities in the Columbia Room (basement of the
Capitol Dome), where attendees may meet throughout the day.

Our legislative Top 5 Issues determined at Legislative Assembly are the focus of WSPTA'’s conversations —
our showing up in Olympia for a public conversation emphasizes the pivotal role members contribute to their
legislator’s focus around the issues.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, February 26 fort  he 12:00-1:00 PM Rally -- please contact us with
any questions or suggestions you have for Focus Day. Thank you for sharing this day, and for all you do
every day for your children and communities.

Byron Shutz & Shelley Kloba

WSPTA Focus Day Co-Chairs 2008-09
bcshutz@comcast.net shelley@kloba.com
http://lwww.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.
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Budget News

On December 18" the Governor
released her draft budget for the
2009-2011 biennium. As expected,
the budget reflects substantial cuts
in most areas of government, includ-
ing K-12 education. The good news
is that K-12 education did not re-
ceive proposed cuts as deep as ex-
pected, nor did K-12 receive an equal share of the cuts as
a percentage of the entire budget. The bad news is that
the cuts are significant, will impact our school system, and
it is anticipated that the cuts may be more substantial
once the legislature develops their proposed budgets.
Since the development of the budget, state revenue re-
ceipts have declined even further, indicating that addi-
tional cuts may be necessary before the legislative ses-
sion is over. These are challenging times in education
and as a country.

The most substantive changes in the governor’s budget
are the following:

-- Suspension of I-732 (initiative authorizing cost
of living adjustment for school employees)

-- Reduction of 1-728 funding by 21%
(Kindergarten/first grade class sizes, profes
sional development, early childhood education,
support for struggling students)

-- Reduction of Levy Equalization (Lake Washing-
ton does not receive this)

-- Suspension of the TAP program (Teacher As
sistance Program — for beginning teacher
support)

-- Elimination of internship grants

-- Elimination of math and science allocation

-- Elimination of Career and Technical Education
equipment allocation

-- Reduction of Safe and Drug Free Schools
funding by 6.5%

In all, these reductions represent approximately $2.7 mil-
lion in cuts for Lake Washington School District. In addi-
tion, the amount of money we can raise through the local
levy has a ceiling that is calculated based in part on how
much money we get from the state. These state cutbacks
will also reduce of our levy base. That means we would
not be able to collect $700,000 in levy revenue, in effect-
ing requiring another $700,000 in cuts.

Remember that capital purchases — building system re-
pairs and technology -- and building modernization pro-
grams funded through bonds are not affected by these
state cuts. So the district's modernization program and
our capital projects programs will not be affected by this

)

particular budget cycle. Legally, we cannot move those
funds to the general operating fund to fill any of the holes
from these state cutbacks.

I am worried about how the Governor’s budget was con-
structed and | do not believe that the budget will survive
the legislative process as she has proposed it. Most nota-
bly, the reduction of levy equalization funds, which LWSD
does not receive, hits the most property poor districts in
the state again, on top of the I-728 cuts. That creates a
significant inequity in how the cuts are distributed. In just
the first day of the legislative session, it's clear that the
impact of that plan on poor districts is a concern to legis-
lators. | predict that the legislature will likely take care of
this problem but will need to find other areas to cut in-
stead.

Potentially, these additional cuts could be found in further
cuts to the 1-728 funds, which if cut equally, would repre-
sent another $1.5 million in cuts for Lake Washington.
Further, the governor’s budget assumes $1.2 billion in
stimulus money and $1 billion more in revenue than is
currently coming into the state. As a result, our current
projections are that LWSD cuts could be as little as $3
million, but could easily exceed $5 million. We will know
more in the upcoming weeks.

What happens next is that the House and Senate both
build a budget proposal, and ultimately both houses will
negotiate a budget that will be sent to the governor for
consideration and approval. This budget work typically is
done throughout the session and may be approved as
early as April or as late as June. After each budget pro-
posal is released, we will analyze the impacts on Lake
Washington so that we can do our budget planning for the
year. Also, | am planning to spend this spring working
with our legislators on behalf of schools and students.

In terms of the Lake Washington budget process, | will be
asking for input from our constituency groups (staff, par-
ents, administrators) to help prioritize our work and pro-
grams. | will have help internally from an advisory team of
principals and other administrators to develop a set of
recommended budget cuts based on that input. They will
advise me on scenarios and implications. From those rec-
ommendations | will develop a budget for the organization
in the spring, which will go to the board for approval this
summer.

(Dr. Kimball - continued on page 10)
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The Legislative Session has begun. We all are watching and listening to their proceedings and
bills very carefully especially those concerning education and education funding. The Basic Ed
Task Force completed their work and issued a report. Our hope is there will be legislation this
year that takes their report and actually makes changes in the definition and ongoing funding
structure of basic education. While they will not be able to provide additional funding during this
economic downturn, they should put into place the plan and scope of work that will be needed to
phase in the task force recommendations.

The school board and superintendent are beginning our work planning for 2009-10 budget. As
you probably know, we are anticipating a large cut in state funding. While we do not know the ex-
act figures, we are beginning to look at what cuts might look like. There will an opportunity for our
parents to help prioritize areas of the budget to help guide us in our decision making.

While it is one year away, we are also beginning our planning work for next year’s levy. The Citizen’s Levy Committee
has begun working on plans for phoning and mailings that this group will be doing. Thanks to all those PTA local units
who have sent in their levy contributions. If you have not sent in your check, please do so. And remember to include a
line item in your budget planning for next year. The Committee’s work is very important in getting the word out about the
election and encouraging our supporters to vote and to vote yes.

While we have a tough year financially ahead of us, there are wonderful things going on within the classrooms in our
district every day. Our district continues to move forward with the work of Vision 2020, and your school board continues
their work in ensuring that our students will graduate ready for their future.

The Lake Washington School Board Wants To Hear From

You!

Nancy Bernard 820-2007
Chris Carlson 702-3403
Doug Eglington 868-7218
Jackie Pendergrass 821-1157
Ravi Shahani 558-0789

nbernard@Iwsd.org

ccarlson@Iwsd.org
eglingtond5@msn.com
jpendergrass@lwsd.org
rshahani@Iwsd.org

(Dr. Kimball - continued from page 9)

In the short term, we will be looking for ways to save
money. This effort includes approving only essential travel
outside the district, reducing food purchases for meetings
and events, and evaluating open positions to determine if
they should be filled.

There is a great deal of work to be done. At this point, our
target will be to cut $5 million from the existing budget. We
have worked very hard to remain as efficient and lean as
possible as a district; these cuts are substantial. My staff
and | will do everything possible to minimize the impact to
students in our schools but the cuts will be felt.

While cutting expenses is indeed challenging, we must be
disciplined to stay focused on our primary goal, educating

students. Even with fewer resources, we have great stu-
dents, teachers, and families. Every day our students will
be learning from high quality teachers and will be well
served. We refuse to become distracted by the current
budget talks at the state level as learning is our number
one priority.
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Read Across America - 2009

The National Education Association (NEA) annually sponsors Read Across America. Now in its 11" year, NEA’s Read
Across America focuses attention on how important it is to motivate children to read in addition to helping them master
basic skills.

Read Across America takes place each year on or near March 2, the birthday of children’s author Dr. Seuss. We en-
courage you to get involved in a celebration in your school.

NEA has a wide variety of resources and materials to help you make your event a success. Visit the links listed below:

www.nea.org/grants/886.htm This link contains downloads of selected books, 2009 Resource Calendar and Toolkit, and
subscribe to the NEA e-newsletter where you'll find links to grant information, classroom and parent materials, and much
more.

www.nea.org/grants/13026.htm This link contains Reading Rocket tips for parents (in 11 different language) and materi-
als from Between the Lions, winner of the Parent’s Choice Award as the best TV show for kids 4-7 years of age.

The research is clear, children who are read to, and who read for pleasure, are significantly more successful in school
than children who do not. Give your children a head start on success — teach them that reading is fun!

**The following pages highlight all the Council Uni ts supported by Area Vice Presidents**
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Evergreen JH * Louisa May Alcott * Emily Dickinson * Laura |. Wilder * Albert Einstein * Rosa  Parks

Wilder sustained significant water damage due to broken pipes caused by our deep freeze in mid December. Our district
facilities department quickly hired contractors to repair the damage and get us back on our feet. In all, 9 classrooms had
to have wall board removed, walls dried out and then wall board reinstalled. To get a job like this done over a snowy,
holiday break is nothing short of a miracle. The kids are back at school and hoping to have all of their classrooms back
to normal soon. Our PTSA is busy getting ready for our Book Fair which will be at the end of January. Let's hope we
don't get hit with another snowstorm during Book Fair!

! 1 / - ) 7 1
Finn Hill JH * Juanita * H.D. Thoreau * Carl Sandbu rg
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Students at Thoreau are enjoying the many enrichment programs sponsored by our PTA. We currently sponsor classes
in art, chess, math, drama and music. Our PTA also coordinated a Parent Education Night in November. Our families
enjoyed a Family Math Night, led by Jane Chestnut of The Learning Family, in November. Students and parents learned
many fun math related games and activities. In addition, we held our popular Make It Take It Fair in December. Students
chose from 8 craft stations and made gifts for family and friends (or to keep for themselves). Attendees were treated to
free hot chocolate and browsed numerous vendor tables in between crafts.

(Finn Hill Area - continued on page 12%8%




(Finn Hill Area - continued from page 11)
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We ended the calendar year with flying colors as our PTSA sponsored school play of “Grease” was a huge success with
two nearly sold-out performances. Fifty of our students practiced long and hard for this musical and they did a fabulous
job! December also had our Health Screening day which PTSA provided volunteers for. Also, our much anticipated
school directory came out to all 450 students. Our school newsletter, the Falcon Flyer, continues to go out monthly to
our school families via email. This method has been a great timesaver and saves on postage as well! Our biggest fund-
raiser is a slient auction in the spring paired with the school’s spaghetti dinner. An auction committee has been formed
and has already been soliciting items. Our goal is to raise at least $6,000.00 to put towards the teachers’ wish list and
towards a reader board for our new school scheduled to open in Fall of 2011.
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Eastlake HS * Inglewood JH * Rachel Carson * Elizab  eth Blackwell * Margaret Mead * Christa McAuliffe *  Samantha Smith * Renaissance

( D

What a great range of talents we have in our PTSA! We'd like to recognize all the efforts put forth by our many volun-
teers — a huge thank you! We have some board members who have stepped up with months of hardworking efforts to
make our inaugural year a great success. Our Treasurer is tirelessly completing our IRS documentation, and our VP’s for
Membership, Fundraising, Social Events, After School Programs, and Communications have all contributed an enor-
mous amount of time and effort in the past four months (and many through last summer!). During fall conferences our
Staff Appreciation Committee treated the staff to grab and go lunches and lots of homemade treats. Our first Scholastic
Book fair was a great success, with proceeds benefitting our new library collection. Some of our upcoming events in-
clude our Used Book Fair this month, a mid-year Coffee Brunch for all our committee chairs, and beginning preparations
for our first International Night. We are looking forward to surveying our families in the spring to determine what pro-
grams and events we’ll be planning in the future!

, & # - *
The beginning of the New Year at Eastlake started with some sad news. Roni Hardie, who has been our longtime Princi-
pal, will be retiring after this school year. We are now starting the enormous task of trying to fill this position. Candidates
will be interviewed on January 28" and 29" by a committee combined of teachers, principals, parents, students and
staff. We will all miss Roni and the wonderful job she has done but understand her wanting to spend more time being a
Grandma to her five grandchildren. Her influence on our school will be felt for years to come. As the school year is al-
most half over, college seems to be a hot topic will all of our seniors. On Wednesday, January 14", we had our General
PTA meeting. Following the short business meeting we were privileged to hear Michael K. Mckeen, Director of Admis-
sions at Seattle University. He discussed “How to pick a college.”
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Juanita High * Kamiakin JH * Robert Frost * Helen K eller * John Muir

Keller Elementary is starting the year off with a bang! We host our first general PTA meeting of the new year with Dr.
Kimball as our guest speaker. Keller parents will get to hear firsthand about the district's 20/20 Vision. It will be an infor-
mative and interesting session. Parent Education is high on our priority list, and Jennifer Wantanabe will speak on what
kids need to succeed. Then we head right into our dance lesson week tutored by Galen, and culminating with our wildly
popular Family Dance. We fill the gym with kids doing the Electric Slide and other crazy moves. For such a short
month, February brings even more activity. Talent show auditions, class concerts, health screening, Valentine’s Day

parties, and the first annual Mom “n Me Muffin Breakfast will keep us all hopping.

(Kamiakin Area - continued on page 13)
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John Muir Elementary is anticipating a fantastic second half of the school year! There are several spring events already
in the planning stages but we want to just give a brief overview of our fall successes. The PTSA hosted the first annual
Passport to Muir multicultural event. We had students performing traditional dances and songs as well as bagpipers and
the Sai School of Dance participate. Our community shared traditional food dishes, music, and exhibits from their home
cultures. It was a huge success and we are already planning for next year. In December we hosted a very successful
Make-It Take-It Fair for our students and staff. In January our Special Needs committee planned and implemented a
Disability Awareness week for our 4-6™ graders which included educational videos, hands-on experiences and peer in-
teraction. This is an extremely valuable tool to educate all students and staff as to the diverse population both within our
school and the outside community. Another January event is the annual Chess Tournament open to all schools in the
area. Our sixth graders are continuing their fundraising efforts for Camp Orkila through weekly popcorn sales, cookie
dough sales, community service and peer tutoring. Looking forward to February, we have the Scholastic Book Fair and
Family Literacy Night. We encourage all our families to attend and will be screening our student movie “A Fly Went By “
from the Dr. Seuss books. The second term of our After School activities will begin as well. JME is a busy place of
learning and community building, and the PTSA continues working to support our staff and families through many differ-
ent activities and events.
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Happy New Year everyone!! Didn't the holidays fly by fast? Well, December started out busy with our school bookfair.
It ran for 5 days and we sold $2,626.21 in books. It was a huge success. The library will be able to order $1,253.11 in
new books for the children to read!! That is great news! Thanks to Tina Watson and Mary Farley that ran with it, and
helped out every day at the school to make sure everything went smoothly. We had a good response for those mem-
bers that would like to access our newsletter online in the upcoming months on the school website. This will save money
with the monthly mailings. Things were quiet for the holidays with lots and lots of snow!! School was cancelled for three
days prior to the Winter break, and now here we are in the New Year! We have monthly PTSA meetings scheduled over
the upcoming months, and will be working on some more fundraising activities for the Spring. Stay tuned for those re-
ports! January and February were/are busy months with the Reflections Open House and Focus Day in Olympia coming
up. Also time to get the nominations in for next year’'s PTSA board at the school!! Busy, busy, busy times ahead!!
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Kirkland JH * A. G. Bell * Lakeview * Peter Kirk * ICS
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The month of January has been busy! We have started our Wednesday Ski Bus program, led by parents in our
PTSA. We have had a great launch of the program with 20 children enjoying ski lessons up at Snoqualmie on Wednes-
day afternoons with instructors from Alpine West. Thanks to a number of parent volunteers and chaperons, the program
has been terrific for the kids. This is our first year participating in the program, and we hope to make this a tradition at
our school. We have started auditions for our school play with 40 children participating. We will be performing "The Em-
perors New Clothes" in early March. We are having a parent education night on January 28th with Dr. lleana Calinoiu
called "Pay Attention! How to help kids focus in the classroom and at home." We have scheduled a kindergarten play-
date for the summer to welcome kindergarteners and thier parents to our school. This information will go out to parents
during the February 5th kindergarten registration and has been a parent favorite for several years. We are in the plan-
ning stages for this year's main fundraiser and are having a DANCE-A-THON to raise money for our PTSA pro-
grams. This will be a week-long event and will conclude with a fun dance celebration on Friday, February 13th in the
evening for children and thier parents. Children will be asking thier community, family and friends for pledges to raise
money for this event. We have organized a team to participate in "Destination Imagination”. This program teaches chil-
dren creative problem solving and teamwork. The team had thier first meeting in January and determined the project
they will work on.

(Kirkland Area - continued on page 14)
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At Kirkland Junior High our webmaster has been busy creating a web site for the PTSA. This is the first year we have
had a web site and our hope is that it will be yet another avenue that parents are able to tap for the resources that the
PTSA offers.Our staff appreciation committee was busy over the holidays. To show our teachers and school staff how
thankful we are for the work they do for our school community, the team of parent volunteers baked pies for them at
Thanksgiving and cookies for Christmas. We want to keep those teachers happy and healthy! The PTSA-sponsored
play this year is "Grease.” Auditions were held before the holidays and the actors are busy attending daily rehearsals.
The play is scheduled to run January 29th, 30th, and 31st and will be at Cadle Theatre at Lake Washington High
School. The Taproot Theatre came to our school on December 5th and performed at an all school assembly to kick off
the Bully Prevention Program. The feedback from the students was that it was a very realistic play about bullying. The
kids really could relate to it. We are now busy with distributing teacher grant monies and getting the message out about
Focus Day on February 26th in Olympia.
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Redmond High * Redmond JH * Audubon * Horace Mann*  Redmond EI. * Norman Rockwell
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We had a fantastic turnout for Ken Wong’s presentation of Teen Life 2008 on November 18th. We are thankful to
Joanne Hall for all the work she has done for our Parent Ed program. Our Reflections program also had a fantastic
turnout — almost double from last year! Our Reflections chairs had a wonderful reception in December for all of the en-
trants. At the November 25th membership meeting, we were privileged to hear from Bill Corson, RJH’s School Re-
source Officer. Officer Corson gave our attendees an update on the current drug culture and available drugs. Aware-
ness was the main message. Volunteers worked with our Counselors to greet and thank all those who gave to the Holi-
day Gift Card Drive that ran from December 1st-16th. Our Staff Appreciation Committee was planning a pizza lunch
and dessert buffet in December, but the snow stopped their plans. Our Financial Review team is set to do the mid-year
review this month. Our Emergency Prep chair is reviewing all supplies and coming up with a detailed replacement
plan. Lastly, our Student Recognition program has had a delayed start, but we will catch up in the next couple of
months.
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Lake Washington High * Rose Hill Junior * Ben Rush * Rose Hill * Mark Twain * Ben Franklin
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One of Lake Washington High School PTSA goals was communication, and another was more parent education. In
December LWHS ASB and PTSA offered a Drug and Alcohol Information Night. We would like to host this event annu-
ally. On January 21, we will be hosting another Parent Education Presentation on: Youth Suicide Prevention. This will
follow our General PTSA Meeting. After much discussion, LWHS Kang newsletter will be going GREEN. We will be
sending out an informational letter in January, and another in the February Kang Crier (paper newsletter). Parents and
Staff will be able to find the Newsletter on LWHS Website, under PTSA. Grant applications went out in November
PTSA was able to help by disbursing $1,500.00 to various departments. We will be doing this again in the Spring. Well,
that’s all we have for now. There is never an end of need or help for our students and schools. So soldier on everyone!
And Happy New Year!

Lake Washington School District: www.lwsd.org

Lake Washington Schools Foundation: www.lwsf.org
Washington State PTA: www.wastatepta.org
National PTA: www.pta.org

@




) IS VS /

Treasurer’'s Report : Treasurer Ed Keith presented the financial report for the month of December. The current bal-
ance of the operating account is $31,492.01 and the current balance of the scholarship account is $26,623.97.

Superintendent’s Report : Dr. Chip Kimball reported on the impact of the Governor’s budget. K-12 education was
somewhat protected. 1-732, Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA), was suspended for the biennium. $2.7 million may be cut
from Lake Washington School District 2009-2010 budget. Statewide Levy equalization may be cut as well.

LW School Board Report : Wendy DeLong for Board President Jackie Pendergrass — The School board retreat is
coming up. Bob Hughes, former LWSD School Board member for 29 years, is now on the State School Board.

LW Schools Foundation : Byron Shutz for Tracy Hoien — The Foundation’s Annual “Phone-A-Thon” is scheduled for
February 23 and 26, 2009.

Special Presentation:  Dr. Cindy Lundvall, LWSD Student services regarding the District Safety Committee
Planning committee needs parent involvement.

Advocacy Report: King County is electing a new Elections Director. The voting will be done strictly by mail.
Advocacy training will be held on January 29 from 7:00-9:00pm at the LWSD Resource Center.

Committee Reports

Awards: Forms are due on January 12.

Basket Auction:  Amount raised to date is $5,933.00. $686.00 of that amount is from the sale of raffle tickets.
Emergency Prep : February 2 is the next meeting at 9:30am at the LWSD Resource Center. Meeting focus is on
“Communications.” Committee Co-Chair Michael Tee will send notice to e-prep chairs.

Founders’ Day : The luncheon is Friday, February 6 at Sahalee Country Club. Reservation forms and payment are due
by January 16.

Membership: January 25 is the next payment due date. Units are advised to check rosters for duplicate members be-
fore submitting payment. Washington State PTA Silver Level Awards (5% increase from the previous year’'s membership
enrolled and paid by October 25): Audubon Elementary, Carson Elementary, Bell Elementary, Frost Elementary, Muir
Elementary, Redmond Elementary, Rose Hill Elementary, Sandburg Elementary, Evergreen Junior High, Finn Hill Junior
High and Lake Washington High School.

Newsletter: Articles for the February issue are due Thursday, January 8.

Nominating Committee:  Nominations forms are due on February 5.

Parent Education: January and February events are listed on the Council web site.

Reflections: A flyer was distributed regarding the January 16 reception. A copy is attached to the Secretary’s copy of
the minutes. The committee needs assistance with set-up on January 15 and January 16.

Scholarships:  Applications will be online next week and available in the Counseling offices at the high schools. The
deadline for application submittal is 5:00pm on March 20.

Special Needs: A newsletter was sent out in December. The January 27 meeting features a local attorney specializing
in Special Education law. Also, Margaret Lee Thompson from the King County Parent Coalition will speak on
transitioning.

Program: Barb Billinghurst and Byron Shutz regarding Basic Education Funding Proposals — Overview/Action

For a complete copy of the minutes from this meeting, please email LWPTSA Council Secretary,
Barbara Martin, at mrs.bjm@hotmail.com.
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Lake Washington

everyhild. onevoice.

* Attend Founders’ Day Luncheon; Attend Focus Day
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* Post nominations for April elections; Approve voting delegates
for Convention; Attend Region 2 Spring Conference
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Email articles to me at mrs.bjm@hotmail.com or contact me at
425-885-3122.

The deadline for the next issue is
Thursday, February 5.

If you have a change of address, are receiving more than one
copy, or need to add another recipient, please contact me.

Thank you!

Barbara Martin, Editor
mrs.bjm@hotmail.com
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Check out our web site-at
Wi, Wptsacouncilorg



